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Tse LFHC} sexciest ingerie compemy bas its 718
i Gr. Tehieh Tialentine’s Thay coming up,
Yvonne Gonrtriey takes a peek bebind
eAgent Trovoateser’ nrysterons lookfing black
doer on (Herkemwell Fpgd aind exarnines the
secrers behiid fis suiceess...

If Plagboy changed amitudes reganding sex, Agent
Peevocateur has played a major role in ushering in an
age of daring and Laste-changing lingerie, Twenty years
agn, everyone boughr thelr knickers ac M&S... uatil
Agent Provecatcor came nhns apd | chenped  the
lingerie Landscape forever, Founded in 1904 by Joe
Corre, son of Vivienne Westwood and  Malealm
Mclaren, and his then wife Sefens Rees, Agent
Provocatear became 2 symbol of a slightly decadent
and mischievwss Lendoa lifestyde.

Adter Corre and Rioes divarced ar the bmnd was sald
1o private copuity fimm 31, Agent Provocatear moved its
FIC) to Cleckenwell. Yoo woald expect its offices to be
It. '“"“1 al_‘ "MM Illbc
dizappoistel. Behind the mysterioes black door on
Clerkenwell Road i= a workplace featuring plenty of
black and candy pink, shiny serfaces and Rarnituse
classics from the likes of Edr, Kartell and Vitra. There
are lacepatterncd carpets and walls adoreed with

bloswmup images of scantily clad models,

“Realising just how complicated undervear is wasa blg
shock,” Coore oaice old The Independent. “1Fyou want
§0 suits mads, it's pot hard w find a tailor to make
them. Buc i yeu want g6 ks, in 20 different sizes., In
4 colour that &n'c black or white_. making Fshion
underwear is really bloody hard, Bue wheee theee's 2
will, there's a wap®™ A erash counse in the constroctive
deailing of lahies underparments and medis mayhen
duly fellowed.

"It hasn't been that hard to design sexy, mther than
tacky® Corre sdded, bt chen 1 chink sometimes
Eacky can be sexy — it's about the it and quality” This
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attention tu detnil i esentlally what's kepe Agent
Provocateur abead of the pack of high=street imitagars,
It has remuined o dedicaned specialist, nuaking

ll in & eamprchensive mnge of sizcs,

With Corre and Fees no-loager Invobved in the brand,
the person responsible for Agent Provocateur’s hyper
sexy designs is pow creasive director Sarah Shotton,
wive has boen with Agent Provocateur since iis casly
days. After studying fashion ar Loadon's Central Szing
Marrins eollege, she began her career 35 an spprentice
in 1599 and was appodnted creative director in 2o0o.
“I've gronvn with the company” sxys Shotron, "Lsed to
bee imvodved i pretty much every aspect of the business
Lt as i gat bigger I had to ber sonse things go. 1 now
overiee everything ercative sa T have n sy in everything
from windows to packaging, esmpaigas and cven our
perfumes”

"'s bj' women for WO, sy Provocaieur’s
CEQ Gary Hogarth of the brand, *When Shottan
ook over, she created designs to make women foel
confidens, scxy and  eamfosable  rather  than
concentrting on what blokes fancy”

Shottan draws inspération from femnse faales and sos
Pin-ips, sometimes spending G 10 a year perfecting
a collection. Challesging the techaical boundaries
of lingerie, she uses fabrics in nanetmditional ways,
e create dmmatic shapes for maximum impace,
developed to flatter, entice and empower. Her
persanality shines through the eollections, which are
stductive snd [vunois with o hiag of naughtiness =
such as the Ohly Err Mr range, with its fun posteard
prin, which was ome of the first cup-sized bikinis,

With 54 stores wosbdwide, and ambitious cxpansion
plans from its new ewners, Agent Provocateer now
erampesses lingerie, swimwear, hosiery, homewares,
beauty and accessories. 1012 fgures revealed profits of
£qm on sales of £3rqm fan Encrease of 18% year on
year), [is performance comes at a time when the UK's
£abn lingerie Industey {5 in a state of fiox with mass
ket reailers La Senza and M&S scrambling to
revive flagging sales. Yot despite offering a relatively
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niche proslucr, Agent Provocaneur is ssill ac the top af
its gare. Laterin 2o it is set oo luanch a difusion line,
LAgens, bn collaboetion with Spain's sexiest sisters,
actress Penelape Cruz and her slster, Monsca, Belicving
there 1 a major gap in the market fora more affordable,
high quality moge, it ancicipates that LAgent could
becomne bigger than the rest of Apent Provocarcur's
business in volame terms within fve years. Agent
Frovocateur's boceen line books distinotly ros

Toonme Courtney ira PR, Cufturad and Resail Adiivar
i e g, evseres s pahlinhing fmelurtries,
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eAttention to detail has kept e Agent Provocateur
abead of its high-street imitators'
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